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A TALENTED ARTIST WHOSE WORKS INGLUIDE A
PORTHRAIT OF HOLLYWOOD SUPERSTAR MICHAEL
DOUGLAS AMD THE KING OF SRAIM 15 MAKIMG A
MAME FOR HIMSELF OM MALLORCA, Tt Savsh Fornd
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marny Balontas nesiaurants, :"".""I"'"b: the Eodeguits Bar, are hame 1o his
palntings. His work can also be found in many S-star hotels pach as the
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= page 85 Admirers of his Work can also rest assured that there will
always be something new in his gallery or exhibitions. As Frank says,
he would have to live another 200 years or more to put all the ideas
in his head on to canvas because he is inspired by many things he
sees every day.

“It’s like I have a camera in my head which goes click and [ store
all the impressions. 1 don’t know how many gigabytes are in my
head. “Sometimes | am sleeping, I wake up and in my mind I start to
paint. I paint in my mind so many times and then I say "Yes', that's
my picture. Then, with a pencil [ start to draw. A lot of paintings start
in my mind, many of them start in the night."

While we talk Frank takes my notepad and makes a couple of
pencil sketches, depicting two of his most popular works. One is from
the viewpoint of a motorist driving along a rural road, traditional
Mallorcan, with a man and his donkey. But in the mirror, instead of
the road behind them, you can see the New York landscape of tall
skyscrapers. The second picture Frank sketches is of a man living in
a grimy industrial city. He has a brochure showing Mallorca strewn
on the floor and the wall behind him has been knocked through to
reveal a beautiful landscape, which is a million miles away from his
gritty reality. They say that every picture tells a story and, from these
two examples of Frank's work, his paintings depict interesting but
very different views. Frank's talent for art stems from a very early
age. When his older brothers were stil] drawing stick figures, a three-
year-old Frank was drawing people in motion in his kindergarten. As
the son of a photographer and engineering designer, it was inevitahle
that their talents would be in his blood.

“One of the curious things in high school was that one of nmy
favourite subjects was art but I had to leave the school before taking
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the exam. At this time, the exam included a lot of history of art, |
was being taught by Catholic nuns and I was like a rebel. I was a
rebel so they said 'No' to the exam."

He had to find work and started a three-year apprenticeship in
Berlin Zoo, leading to a professional qualification as a zookeeper. All
this time, he felt compelled to keep painting, as if it was his destiny,
his reason for being. His instinct for destiny, for what is right for him
in his world, also carries through in his private life. One day, Frank
met a young woman on the beach in Mallorca, they talked for a few
minutes and he knew at once that she was The One. Within a week,
her boyfriend at the time was history and today, she and Frank have
a4 two-year-old daughter,

But flife has not been plain sailing in Frank’s quest to be an artist.

“A lot of times my mother said "You have to have a real job, you
have to make some money’. [ said, No, you will see.’ Now T have
reached a level of life and I don‘t have to be afraid of the next day.
Sometimes it was the end of the month and | didn’t have money;
Some days I was hungry, I had no idea how to get through the next
day, and then I sold a painting and I had enough money so I could
live one or two months more.

"I am sure God was saying, "You have to do this, this is your
destiny. Every morning I thought that I had to find another job, and
he said 'No".

For Frank, it is still important for him to feel that hunger,

“To stay hungry, that's the motto of my life," he says. W

Galeria Frank Kruger

Paseo Colon 13, Cala Ratjada
www.galeria-franklaueger.com
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